Woman Strong
Madam Kuron
“She wraps herself in strength, carries herself with confidence, strengthening her arms for the task at hand.”
Proverbs 31: 16-17
My name is Kuron Elizabeth. I was born in near Nacholokopele and moved here to Napil a long time ago. We
came here because my husband died and we had a relative here. I brought my children and we were living
right next to the Kuron Peace Village. Then we moved closer to the river. After that we found the floods too
much, so finally, we are here in Napil Village.
I had 6 sons but one died. Now I have my five sons and three
daughters near me. I sent one of my sons to Narus and he
graduated from Secondary School. Now he works with
ACROSS in Nanyagachor. I sent my daughter ( Hannah ) to
school because she is a clever girl. We have a saying:
Educate a girl…Educate a nation. My eldest son is not
educated in school but he has learned business quite well
and he is able to earn a lot of income.
I am busy throughout the day with cleaning, cooking, and
preparing things for sale. There are many people who come
to me every day to discuss certain issues. We also have a
small garden here in the compound but during the dry
season we can’t plant anything.

Figure 1 Madam Kuron with daughter, Hannah, and her
two boys.

I used to have a number of cows but some years ago many
died due to a disease. Now I have some animals but they are kept a little far away. We have to always think if
we sell one to pay school fees or buy food or many other
expenses. I raise chickens and sell to Peace Village. We do
have a plot of land where we grow millet and sorghum and
some other small things. My son also has this small store here
and we can sell some useful items to the community members.

Figure 2 Madam Kuron shows off her hand made bee hive.

I am involved in some of the meetings and coordination of the
Holy Trinity Peace Village. I have attended workshops on
beekeeping, agriculture, peace, and other things. The women
also get together to meet at HTPVK to discuss business and
other activities. I do attend the church services when I can. I
do speak out in the community and I say what I feel. I don’t
like to hide behind fancy words. I just speak my mind. That is
the way I am.

Many years ago I was part of the Peace Village Exposure trips to Kenya and Uganda. I have even been to Nairobi
and Kampala, so I have a wider vision than most Toposa women. I remember how developed the other countries
were. The people dressed different and they were much better educated. I thought I wanted that for my
children. So I learned that education can make a difference.
Right now you can see that we have many children here
and we must work hard to feed them. School fees are
also expensive. I want Hannah to continue her studies
because she is clever enough to get a good job. She will
become a successful person. Her two boys are also
clever. We have them in the Nursery School.
Bishop did a good thing to start these schools in Kuron.
I like the idea of these schools here. These children
need something to do. It is a good thing to teach them
many things they can use in the future. I also like the
Health Clinic. I have gone there many times for
Figure 3 Madam Kuron addresses the community
treatment and for our children. It is very good that our
children are healthy. And they don’t charge us anything. This really helps the people around.
( sources: Interview with Mrs. Kuron Elizabeth and other family members in Napil Village 2022. gh )

